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He represents, par excellence, the new type of royal servant
(civil servant, as we should say nowadays) that was coming
into existence in both France and England, and that was to
give a stability and continuity to the government, which was
so noticeably lacking in the German kingdom. It was not
until 1118 that he was entrusted with an important mission
(to welcome Pope Gelasius II on his arrival in France). In
1122 he was appointed abbot of St. Denis, and after the fall
of Stephen of Garlande in 1127 he began to take the first
place in the king's counsels. By years of diligent work he
had obtained a wide experience of men and affairs ; his whole
interests were bound up in the monarchy, his services dedi-
cated to its well-being; his personal devotion to his master
is attested in his Life of Louis VI, which is one of the chief
sources of our knowledge of the reign. It took Louis a long
time to realise the value of this " new man " of humble birth,
but, when he did, he gave him the confidence that he had
previously given to unworthy and greedy favourites. It
must be placed to his credit that he did recognise it at last
and so rendered a second service, little recking it himself,
to the French monarchy. He had conquered the royal
domain; Suger and his staff of clerks saw to its wise admin-
istration. The one was a keen fighter with a strong hand to
repress disorder ; the other a man of peace, able to stabilise
and construct for the future. The effect was the more durable
since this happy partnership continued into the next reign.

Next to the king himself the chief gainer by the new Louis \
regime was the Church. In the conquest of the domain the
Church may almost be said to have taken the initiative. It
was usually in response to appeals from bishops and monas-
teries for the protection of their lands and tenants that Louis*
military expeditions were set on foot. The crusade against
Thomas of Marie is only the most notable instance of this.
Another, almost equally notable, is the expedition against
Hugh of Le Puiset in 1111, which was in response to a joint
appeal from the archbishop of Sens, the bishops of Chartres
and Orleans, and numerous abbots. Examples could be
multiplied, and outside the domain as well. For instance,
in 1122, and again in 1126, when the bishop of Clermont was
driven from his episcopal town by the count of Auvergne,
Louis went to his aid, expelled the count, and restored the